1.  Name of the program?
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory.
a. Website and contact details: http://www.fws.gov/wetlands

8. Goal of the Program?
The present goal is to provide the citizens of the United States and its Trust Territories with current geospatially referenced information on the status, extent, characteristics, and functions of wetlands, riparian, and deepwater habitats in priority areas to promote the understanding and conservation of these resources.

9.   What is the sponsoring organization?  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
10.   How long has the project been in existence?  Mapping started in 1977 and in 1986 the Emergency Wetlands Resources Act mandated that the FWS complete the mapping and digitizing of the Nation’s wetlands.
11.   What is their definition of Preserved Land? N/A
a. What lands are they interested in capturing?

12. How do they map portions of parcels?  N/A
13.  How are easements handled?

14. How do they collect their data?  Image interpretation of wetlands, analyst use elements such as color, size, shape, texture, pattern and geographic location make decisions about ecological habitat boundaries to map wetlands.  The heads-up process is the current method most feasible for identifying and delineating wetlands using digital imagery.
15. How often is the data updated?   Mapped data would regularly need to be updated to meet the needs of resource managers and decision makers in order to address increasingly complex environmental issues.  The USFWS implemented a strategic plan in 2002 that shifted focus to updating wetland maps in priority areas, in and adjacent to high-growth areas of the country. In 2007, the Service provided additional direction based on priorities, existing budgets and personnel.
16.  Who stewards the data?  US Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service with help from the USGS with technical services.
17.   Does the program utilize paid employees or volunteers?  Paid employees.
18. What is their data model?

a. How did they decide on this data model?

19. How do they distribute their data?  1. Online Wetlands Mapper.  2.  Geospatial Wetlands Digital Data is also available through an Open GIS Consortium (OGC) Web Map Service.  3. Wetlands Data Extraction Tool, you can download current seamless wetlands data.
20. Do agencies use additional set of maps (soil, vegetation, wetland, ...) of the same extent and spatial reference and aerial photos to delineate pieces of land?
They use all available and approved photographic imagery, topographic maps, soils information or is critical during image interpretation for wetland delineation.

* U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Topographic Maps or Digital Raster Graphic (DRG): The location, shape, drainage pattern, and surrounding physical and cultural features are all important clues when mapping wetlands.
* U.S. Geological Survey – National Hydrographic Data (NHD) and other Hydrologic Data Sets: NHD data are maps of surface water bodies including lakes, rivers, ponds and streams.
* Natural Resource Conservation Service County Soil Surveys or Digital Soils Information: Soil survey maps are useful ancillary data providing the description, classification, and mapping of soils within a county.
The soil survey geographic (SSURGO) data base duplicates the original soil survey maps and presents it in digital form. The SSURGO data represents the most detailed level of digital soil information.
* National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Navigational Charts: A NOAA navigational, or nautical chart, is a graphic representation of the estuarine, marine and near shore environment.

* Previous Edition NWI Maps     * Vegetation types               * Forest cover maps
* Geology             * Local or Regional Studies or Maps and Other Data Sources
21. What are the scale of the source materials and the output scale? Is it any difference? Do they generalize data?  Working scale - The project scale for the Service’s wetland map products is 1:12,000.  The universal working scale is the scale where review or edits are done in ArcMap and the delineations are quality controlled.  The universal scale should range between 1:7,000 and 1:12,000 in an ArcMap session.  The Target Mapping Unit (TMU) is an estimate of the size class of the smallest wetlands that can be consistently mapped and classified at a particular scale of imagery.  Areas under 0.5 acres are excluded from consideration when establishing the TMU, and such wetlands may or may not be mapped, depending on project objectives.
22. Do they integrate lands into zones by some criteria (degree of protection, or status code)?
23. Are plant communities or natural land forms shown specifically (e.g. ridges, steep slopes, rock outcroppings; uplands, wetlands, coastal marshes, etc.)? Are they ranked by the priority of protection?

24. Do they show specific problems or environmental issues of any of natural resource element (e.g. soil erosion in farms)?  inside every zone or parcel are shown?

a. What critical resources?
